
From: TPAT Jones 

To: Dale Garside-Chell 

Date: Wednesday 1 July 2020 

 

Dear Dale, 

 

Re: Alleged Public Brodleway from Blorepipe Farm to Bridleway No.49 @ Bishops 

Wood, Eccleshall Parish (previous File LH641G) 

 

Further to your letter dated 28 May 2020 please can you consider the below points 

and submissions. 

 

1. It is neither fair nor equitable particularly given the current COVID19 

pandemic that I have only been given 1 month to review the application and relating 

evidence in support of alleged public bridleway.  

 

2. Whilst this is not intended to be a personal criticism , I have on a number of 

occasions called your direct line to discuss the matter and no one has answered and 

there i no answerphone facilitity. I have been informed on different occasions that 

you were out of the office for 9 days and then a further 5 days. Again I feel this that 

this is not fair or equitable in allowing me to fully understand the implications of the 

application and the best way for me to present my case. I understood that in 

previous years it can take many years for applications to go through but that now 

there is a deadline for Staffordshire County Council to process all of its outstanding 

applications by 2026. Whilst I sympathise with this situation I am a 'man of straw' and 

do not have a team of solicitors at my disposal. I feel that it is only fair that I be given 

further time to submit my evidence. 

 

3. If having considered points 1 and 2 you decide that I have insufficient grounds 

for extension then I can only submit the following currently. 

a. Evidence submitted by the applicant. 

Appendix C Railway plan 1845 - alleged Bridleway route highlighted in yellow. The 

alleged route noted is at odds and does not match other submissions , such as 

Appendix E OS Map 1902, particularly at the juncture where it meets Bishops Wood. 

Appendix F - note that that the alleged Bridleway stops at the track which leads to 

Langot Lane/White Farm. Please note that this is a private lane owned by myself. 

Appendix E - The 1 inch to 1 mile map allegedly from 1834 is almost illegible and 

there is insufficient clarity to make any judgements on, therefore I would request that 

this is not included as a determining factor. 

Appendix G - noted.  

Appendix H - Wright & Cherrington 1880-1920 map. Again this map is not sufficiently 

clear as to what is being shown and exactly where it is relating to on the land.  

b. Evidence Submitted by Landowner 

c. Please also see attached Forestry Commission Map From 1952, Swynnerton 

Forest (bishops Wood). There is a line noted going into Bishops Wood from the track 



leading from Langot Lane, however this starts from further up the track and not at the 

'kink' in the track where the Section 53 is stating it starts in Appendix C. 

d. Evidence received from Statutory Consultees  

15. North Staffs Bridleways Assoc. I wish to make two points on this. 1)The North 

Staffordshire Bridleways Association is not a compulsory association for horse riders 

to join. They will not automatically be contacted by riders who have been unable to 

access the alleged Section 53 route from Bishops Woods. 2). The gate at Langot 

Lane track entrance has been padlocked for a number of years and electric stock 

fencing has been used over the land which has also prevented access by riders. 

Perhaps they are getting confused with other Bridleways within Bishops wood itself.  

e. Additional submissions 

 

Along the route of the alleged Section 53 is an extensive badger sett which boasts 

several entrance holes under the hedgerow adjacent to the alleged public bridleway. 

This is an active badger sett and the badgers and their setts are protected under the 

Protection of Badgers Act 1992. Badger tunnels are only between 0.5 - 1 metre 

below the ground and spread away from their entrance holes underneath the ground. 

Any agreement to grant this application brings significant health and safety risks to 

riders and their horses who travel over this already uneven ground. There is already 

evidence of tunnel collapse directly under the ground that the alleged Bridleway 

travels through as well as air holes which badgers dig for tunnel ventilation. You will 

be aware from the above legislation that you can't move a badger sett unless it is for 

exceptional reasons, i.e. a housing development or new road. Please see attached 

photos. These photos also show that there is no evidence of the alleged Bridleway 

being in use. 

 

The track linking Langot Lane belongs to me, and I have only granted the occupants 

of White Farm access to their house. None of the maps provided outline that the 

Alleged Public Bridleway went along that section of my lane., 

 

Natural England who advise the Rural Payments, have raised several issues with the 

proposed application - see attached from Paul Candlin, and implications on the 

environmental schemes in operation on his land and how it would be affected by an 

agreed application. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or queries in relation 

to this. I await to hear from you. 

 

Best regards 

 

Andrew Jones 

ATJ Contractors Ltd 


